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rood Men beer \f 


Quel. I. WV im Virtue and Goodnels, or Pru- 
dence, be any defence azainjt Miler) 
ind Mustortune ? or whether Virtu- 

; t aadily vie to yy ; 


v7 


tL of Mens i e@ meinin 
Proverb, God never jends Mouths but he tends Meat? and 
be rovile for Men in Mifery and Dujtrels ¢ y 
do 5 Feed the Hunery, Cloath the Naked, and take Care of 
V; 19x and Croce fen? 

Aniw. Thote who Propofe cthefe Queftions, feem to 
be ve nuc!: in nelt, and to Write out of che abun- 
dance of their ow ind Milery, and theretore at the 
fame time that we blame ‘em, we mult pitty ‘em too 

very. belt of Men have fallen Into the 2me ml- 


ace tae 
ftake when they have feen good Men muiterat | | 

We Anfwer then to their Que/tions — That Virtue 
and Goodneis, generally ipeaxing, are a 
Prudence alio muft be uted. That God does take 
Care of tne good, ana detend and provide ior em, 
otherwite there. cou’d be no Providence, 
That Virtuous Men are 
Mistorcunes than the Wicked : 
Common Providence makes Provilion for all 
If Fact be broughe again{t this, we have this to fay up- 
on it ; That often times thole are not good Men, but 
Hypocrites, who are miferable: That if really good, 
they may yet in fome things be faulty, and tor that be 
for a time Punifhed to make ’em berter: That if they 
regle& prudent Means to obtain or preferve a fhare in 
the Neceffities of Life, or imprudently and unneceflarily 
draw a greater Charge.on themlelves than they can 
maintain, they muft blame themfelves, not Providence: That 
in tome Inftances of Common Calamities, the Good can 
no more expeét co be always preferv’d than from Sick- 
nels, Pain, or the other Natural Inconveniencies of Life : 
That notwithitanding all this, a fervent Devotion and 
eenerous Truft on God’s Mercies, Promiles and Provi- 
dences, are not in vain -~ That they often deliver out of Mi- 
(ivy and Diftve(s, and none knows that they fhall not 
while there is Lite, for f@ long there’s Hope ; and when 
once the happy Turn comes, the former uneafie Circum- 
frances render the prefent much more pleafing and wel- 
come: That if all fails--- there 1s another World --- which 
if thole who are afflicted in this don‘e believe, nay, are 
not willing to ftay tor, they are not patient, they are 
not good, they have no fhare in this particular Proyi- 
dence of God, they themfelves Vindicate his Juftice, and 
deltroy their own Argument. 

Queft. 2. How youwll prove to an Atheift that the Scrip- 
tures are the Word of Gad, and to a Few that the Meffias is 
iu/fe e 

Anfw. The firft of thefe Queftions involves an abfurd 
lutpofirton, when it talks of preving any thing to be the 
Wird of God to one who owns no God at all: Unlefs for 
want of clofe thinking the Querift miftakes every Anzi- 
ripturi(t for an Atheift; tho’ the Truth ts, among thofe 
who pretend to be Chriftians there's little difference be- 
tween ’em. But to one who believes a God, we have 
lormerly prov'd the Scripsures to be his Word ; nay, mult 
be fo, even according tothe Notion of the Dei/t, who 
mutt believe the Word of Reafan to be the Word of God ; 
and ‘tis eafie to prove, that all che Holy Scriptures, and 
Whatever is contained therein, to be highly Confonant 
10 Reafoa — But we have gone further, and prov’d thole 
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erence, tho 


then no Gow 
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Nay, that God by his 
his Creatures. 


- 
To! i ?¢ie 


immediately and divinely in{pired, who were the Writers of 


‘a. To a Few, we prove Felus to be the Meffia, by the 
Completion of all the Prophecies of the Old Teftamem, 
eipecially chat of thé Seventy Weeks, and the Scepters not 
deoirtinz from Fudab -- by the Wonders he wrought, 
greater than chofe perform’d by Afefes, for the Confirma- 
tion of the Truth, and good of Mankind: Which befides, 
it had not been agreeable to God’s Providence, to have 
lufer’d, had he been an Impoftor. By the Conteflion of 


the Devils themfelves of one fide, and by repeated Vifions 


and Voices trom Heaven of the other: Laftly. by the TJen- 


omcy af as ; = “as : ise. © 
dency of ower Sav; Dofrine, by the Event of his Pro 
. | } ra 
i? w uu , i] | ( 
le Of ¢ , e ka cn 
Progrets whereof, without Force, Art or Learning, againit 


all of em, andall the World; nav, the Carnal Inclina- 
tions of all Mankind is belides a ftrone and proincible Ar- 
Truth thereof. Befrde s, the Fews themlelves 
cannot deny bue that fome of their own Rabbies grant 
the Meffia was to bea Prince, and their own 

ubouc that time a creat Prince was 


Folephus tells us, that 
expected to appear in the Eaffern party of the World, the Be- 


@ument for th 


fering 
i/fering 


let of which. as he adds, was the Caule of fo many Re- 

ns at that time among the Jews. And this ts allo 
Confrm’d by the Quettion of the Pharflees to Fohn, and 
Of Johx and the Womanef Samariato our Sevieur. One 


and that’s the Dz/perfion of the 


Argument more we have, 
aie Wintel Abb. acenediodnan ds Pooul h 
Ws UNTO THIS Cav, aCCOra r to the rophecies of fim 
and his Apoftles concerning ‘em 
0°) ' t ” ae) Pp - 
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fit 


lels and infipid Dif- 
deep or laffing Im- 


Zeal imazinable, fince 
és on thole Subjedts never make an 
} reffions onthe Minds of the Readers F 

Anjw. They have already done what may be almoft 
equivalent to this Propotal, in Obedience co Authority, 
al] their Pulpits having been employ’d as the Querif 
wou'd have the Preffes ; and if thole Dilcourtés which 
have been there made were but that wav render’d more 
publick, they might go very far in helping torward 
that &reat Reformation of Afanners which che State is fo 
earneft to accomplifh, and all good Men 10 much de. 
lire. 

Queft. 4. Whether the Socinian Herefie were broacht in 
St. John’s Time, and Occation’d the Writing bis Gofpel ? 

Antw. We are told, in his Time, in the Scriptures 
themielves, of fuch as deny'd the Lord that bought them. 
Church Hiftorians give us an Account of Cerinthus, Eb;- 
on, the Gnofticks, ec. whodeny'd the Divinity and Eterni- 
ivy of our § dviour, one whereot implyes the other ; and 
that on the Increale of thole Hereticks, St. Febn being 
then the only {urvivinea A poftle, at the Defire of the B- 
fhops and Churches of Afia, did ex profefjo, write this 
Holy Gofpel. Let’s now Examine into the Gotpel it 
felf, and fee whether it Anfwers that End; which at firft 
glance fhows us that ‘ris impoffible tor Man to invent 
fuller or clearer Expreflions tor the Proof of any thing 
in queftion, than this Evangelift has for our Saviours Dj- 
vinity, as well as his Exiftence betore he came into the 
World. His Exiftence before his Birth is provy’d from 
the Baptijts Confeffion; 1 Joh. 15. He was before me -~ 
and that in Order of Time, becaute oppofed to coming 
after him. That he was in I/aiah’s Time, John 12. 41. 
That he was before Abraham, and that as the very I AM, 
the incommunicable Name of God, Job. 8. 58. Laftly, 
That be was before all Worlds — 1n the beginning he was 
with God, Fob, 1.1. and that he made the World, 7%. 3. 
All things were made by him, v. 10. The World was made 
by him, and this not the New Creation, becaule, ibid. The 
World knew him not. Further, he is exprefly ftyled God 
by the Evangelift, V.1. The Word was God; not Is, as 
the Socinians, but was, and thatnot after his Refur- 
rection, but in the Beginning. And when I can fee all 
this Anfwer'd by the fubtileft Wits in the World, with- 
out ftraining it into perfect incoagruous Nonfenfe, I 


promile to turn Socinian. . 
Queft. 5.. Whether the Foundations of the Earth are to con- 


tinue for ever ? | 
Anfw. The Qpertlt has propofed the Doubr in fuich a 


mMan- 


cONr 


manner, as if he intended a fecrer Dilemma in’t. That 
the Foundations of the Earth thall continue for ever, 1s 
Scripture ; but then how can the World have any End ? 

ripture ; but then how Or) bern fides 
But this Argument is fo far from binding on both fides, 
thar it rather admits of a double Solution. Its not at 
all improbable that the Foundations of the Earth, the 
fubfance or matter thereof, may really continue for 
ever, in the utmoft extent of the Word, as it certainly 
muft, unlefs annihilated by a particular act of God. 
And how extreamly does this feem to be favour’d by 
that i:xpreflion both of Heaven and Earth --- They foall 
be changed; which fuppofes they have {till a Being, 
tho’ noc fuch an ene as formerly ; but as they are calld, 
and as the alteration of their Qualities will make ‘em, 
a New Heaven and New Earth. For the other fide, 
which is the more common Interpretation, vz. That 
the Earth as’tis now. fhall be Coniumed, it may lo ve 
ry well be, notwithftanding this place, fince the Word 
for ever, in that place, as ‘tis notorious to any one who 
can but read his Hebrew Pfaleer, fignifies very often any 
long {pace ol time, or at Jeaft is uled in a Poetical, Hy- 
perbolical Senfe — as the Antient Salutations of the 
Baftern Countreys --- Let the King Live for ever ; and 
David himteif ( ifthat place looks not beyond Solomon ) 
when he Irayes or Prophefies of his Throne’s being as 
the Dayes cf Heaven. 

Queft. 6. How was't poffible that the Dew of Hermon 
flou'd defcend upon the Mountains of Sion, when shoje Places 
are at leat an hundred Miles diftant from each other? _ 

Anfw. This Queftion, among, others, fo puzzled St. 
Aujlin, that the good Father, as was ufual in thofe Ca- 
fes, Allezorizes away all the difficulty, and finds out a my- 
fica! meaning, when he knew not what to make of the 
literal. Nor have moft of the Attempts fince made 
been more fuccefsfu! to remove one of thefe Mountains 
and fet ic a little nearer the other. Some fay ‘us th 
fume {pecifical, tho’ not individual Dew, at which rate 
we might fay, the Dew of Tenariff defcends upon High- 
gate-Hill, ba: how Naturally let any judge. Our laft 
Trantlation I Confefs does the Butinets, tho a little too 
effectually, adding fome Words to clear the Senile, 
which are not in the Original. Our Opinion in this 
Cafe, with al] due refpeét and deterence for greater 
Men of a differene Judgment, is, That by the Moun- 
tains of Sion here, are meant the Mountains of Gilead, 
which were part of the Kingdom of Sibon, King of the 
Amorites, and which are jult under Hermon, and that 
the Word Sion here crept in by che miftake of the 
Trantcriber inftead of Sibon, their found being the fame, 
or very near, tho’ there are fome Letters differing in 
the Writing. Our Reafous for this Interpretation 
are, | 

1. The Impoffibility (as it appears to us ) of giving any 
other tolerable Solution of the place, all thole already 
brought being fo unfatisfactory. 

2. The Oppofisenefs of the Metaphor, and the Agree- 
ment it has with that juft before produc‘d. The Pjal- 
mift there compares Unity, Firft, To the Holy Oyniment 
which from Aaron‘s Head ran down to his Beard, and thence 
to the Skirts of bis Garment : Jult after, to the Dew of 
Hermon, which defcends on the Mountains Ot Sibon or 
Gilead, lying near it, and which makes the Metaphor 

much more lively. 

3. Becaule we find this Hermon cal]‘d Mount Sion, or 
asthe 70, the Mount of Sihom. Deut. 4. 48. ---even ur- 
10 Mount Sion which is Hermon. As in a great Ledg of 
Hills, all tchefe being only a part of Mount Libanus verg- 
ing more Southerly, the general and particular Names 
are commonly contounded. ‘Tis acknowledg‘d this In- 
terpretation is allo liable to Objections, but I think not 
to as many asthe other. 

Queft. 7. How Judas was Hang‘d, and yet burft a{un- 
der ? How the High-Priefis bought the Field, and yet pur- 
chas‘d it, as we read inthe Als and Evangelifts ? 

An{w. The common An{wer is, He firft Hang‘d him- 
felf, and the Rope breaking tell to the ground, his Bow- 
els gufhing out by a ftroke, either on a ftump of a Tree, 
Or tome great Stone. Wor is there any abfurdity in this 
Opinion --- tho‘ there’s a fecond embrac‘d by many 
Learned Men. The Word dwiykd]o, here ufed, figni. 
hes any kind of Suffocation, which they think may na- 
curally be caus‘d from extream Anguith of Mind and 


Defpair ; at leaft that ‘tis poflible for a Man to ftop hig 
own Breath, and thereby kill himfelf, Inftances where; 
of Hiftorians give us — to which Condition Fudas be. 
ing brought, he muft neceflarily fall to the ground, and 
that with great weight, asa dead Man does ; by whick 
Fall his Body being before difpofed for fuch an Acciden: 
by Suffocation, and the particular Judgment of God fy 
ordering things as a greater mark of his Vengeance on 
the Traytory his Belly might burft afunder, as we haye 
feen thofe which have in our own Age, and his Bowels 
ruth out at the Orifice: Either of thefe Opinions are pro: 
bable, and take which he will, the Contradiétion yq. 
nifhes. For his Purchafing this Field, whereas the Priot, 
and Elders did it, altho‘ in {tritnefs of {peaking he can't 
be faid to have bought it bimfelf; yet in the common Jz. 
titude of Expreffion it may be affirm‘d he bouzhe it, fince 
‘twas his Money paid for‘t, tho‘ he deft 1¢ co their Difpo/gy 

Queft. 8. Whether we are to refolve ak Differences in Re. 
ligion out of the Word of God ? 

An{w. Ajl Differences in Effential things are by that 
only to be decided, and are there plainly enough provid. 
ed for. Lefler Matters are to be fix‘d by lawful Autho. 
ricy, cho® ftill wich refpeét to the general Rules there 
laid down. | 

Queft. 9. How know you precifely what is the true Word 
of God, and that the Copies and Tranflations which we have 
are {uch, fince we ne‘re {aw the Originals ? 

Anfw. By the forementioned Indications, if ‘tis a Pe. 
pit propofes this Queltion, I'd ask him how he knows 
the Councils and Fathers to be genuine ? fince he neither 
has the Originals, nor if he had, Knows the Hands, nor 
cou‘d be iure that they are not Counterfeited —He 
therefore fatisfies himfelt by the concurring Evidence of 
thote who have tranfmitted fuch Writings to him, com- 
paring the Writings themlelves with each other, and 
with others of the fame Age. Now this Evidence I 
have, and yet more ---- I have the Teftimony of bis Church, 
ofall the World befides, and of the very Books themfelves, 
compared with themfelves and each other. Uf a Protestant makes 
the fame Queftion, I‘d ask him how he knows our pre- 
fent Laws to be the fame our Anceftors made, fince Re 
cords, &c. are but of a late: Date >? Or how he knows 
the Deeds and Evidences of his Eftate to be the fame with 
the Original Writings which were made and teal‘d ma 
ny Years, perhaps Ages fince 2 and whether, fuppofing 
there fhou‘d be one or two Letters miftaken in the 
Writings, he‘d tor that Reafon throw ‘em a!] away ? In 
a word, I have all the Reafon in the World tor the 
Affirmative, whereas none can be bronght for the Ne 
gative. 

Queft. 10. What's the meaning of that in the Pfalms —— 
Who feedeft the Ravens which call upon thee ? 

Anfw. The moft Correct Tranflations have it only 
thus --- He giveth the Beajt bis Food, and to the young Ra- 
vens which cry --- and accordingly the beft Interpreters 
Paraphiaie ic: That God ( by his Common Providen- 
ces ) fatishes the Hunger of thoie ravenous Creatures, 
tho‘ they are continually crying for New Supplies ; as 
we know their Nature is. 


02 The feveral frrange Relations concerning a We. 
man with Child, lately tent us from Afuryland, thall 
be inferted in the 12 Numbers that compleat our 
Third Volume, with our Thoughts upon the whole. 


|! The Supplement to the fecond Volume of the Athenian Mer- 
CUry, consaining an Account of the Defign and Scope of the moft com- 
fiderable Books newly Printed in all Languages, 2c. In this Supplement 
are Anfwer'd many of the Qucflions laely fent ns. Price i ss 

»*, The Preface, Index, and 12 Numbers thar compleat the firft 
18 Numbers of eur 2d. Volume were lately Publifhbed all rogether at 
12d. Price. In the/e Twelve Numbers, ( and in our Firft Volume ) are 


alfa. in fwered many of the aap: lately ni us. Price One Shilliags 
Both Sold at the Raven in the Poultrey. 


Adbertifement. 


E fhall infert Something in out 
Next Mercury, which will le 
very ferviceable to the Publick. 


€F No Letters for the furure will be taken in, whole 
Poftage is not paid for. 
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